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While men’s golf clubs are diverse, their mem-
bers have a common desire to create sustained
bonds with other men. . . . Men’s golf clubs, through
their enduring presence, offer a sense of rootedness,
a common body of experience and knowledge, a
sense of continuity. . . . We are forever being told to
give more energy, more time, to our marriage,
our career, our children, our community. Men’s
golf clubs tell us to spend more time with our
male friends.

“What a stinking bunch of sexist junk,” she
said. (’m paraphrasing—believe me.) So I infu-
riated her again by confessing that Johnson hadn’t actually
said those things, and that I'd lifted them, with minor modi-
fications, from the introduction of a popular recent book
called Girls’ Night Out: Celebrating Women’s Groups Across Amer-
ica, by Tamara Kreinin and Barbara Camens. (In the parts
I quoted, I substituted “men” for “women,” and “male” for
“female,” and “golf clubs” for “groups.”) The book, which
profiles the Mah-jongg Girls, the Bridgies, the Phenomenal
Ladies Motorcycle Club and a dozen other all-female social
associations, is illustrated throughout with photographs of
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infuriated a woman I know by showing her the fol-
lowing excerpts from a statement by Hootie John-
son, the chairman of Augusta National Golf Club:

Editor’s note:

First of a two-part
series. In the April
Masters preview,
see a spectrum

of viewpoints
from some of the
country’s best
thinkers. For
previous articles,
or to voice your
opinion, check out
www.golfdigest
.com/masters.
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